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Introduction

Nick Raynsford announced at Fire 2004 that the Government would provide up
to £16 million per year from 2005/6 to help meet the cost of crewing the second
phase of the New Dimension programme (for the purposes of this Circular this
means Urban Search and Rescue).

This circular sets out the funding position for Fire and Rescue Authorities who
will receive urban search and rescue capability under the New Dimension
programme during 2005/6.

Funding for 2004/5 has been detailed in a separate circular.

Distribution approach

Discussions between Government, CFOA and LGA to discuss the crewing
costs of phase 2 of the New Dimension programme resulted in the figure of up
to £16 million being agreed. This figure reflects the new burden that crewing
represents. This will be an annual payment.

Ministers have considered the options for approaching the distribution of
funding urban search and rescue (USAR) to reflect the burden of crewing the
new equipment. Following advice from officials at ODPM in consultation with
CFOA and LGA, Ministers have decided that the burden of hosting and
crewing USAR equipment for 2005/6 falls on those Fire and Rescue Authorities
who host the equipment. Therefore it is these Authorities who will receive
crewing funding proportionate to their new burden in USAR.

Consultation on the section 9 (Emergencies) Order ended on 13 December
2004 and Ministers expect to publish a formal response in March 2005. Where
the consultation demonstrates genuine new duties, we will review non-USAR
crewing burdens. This is in line with Ministers commitment to fund new
burdens, as set out in the National Framework (2.13).

The location of the equipment for 2005/6 has been subject to a risk
assessment exercise to ensure that each region has search and rescue
capability. A roll out programme has been developed which prioritises
enhancing the existing UK Fire and Rescue Service Search and Rescue
Teams and the new USAR teams created through the New Dimension
programme. The roll out also takes into account capacity within the Fire
Service College to deliver training and the hosting Authorities to take on this
new work.

In consultation with CFOA, the funding for 2005/6 has been allocated on the
basis that the number of staff required to crew an urban search and rescue unit
is 30 (16 wholetime and 14 wholetime retained staff). This number will be
subject to review.
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Funding allocation for 2005/6

In consultation with CFOA, the New Dimension programme team has been
able to establish the cost of crewing a USAR unit. For 2005/6 the annual cost
of crewing per unit is £612,000.

Ultimately there will be 21 USAR units in England. The list of hosting
Authorities is detailed in Annex A. The funding allocation has been determined
on the following basis:

I) FRAs hosting a crewed unit in the period April - July 2005 will receive funding
for the year (£612,000);

i) FRAs hosting a crewed unit in the period August - November 2005 will
receive 75% of funding (£459,000);

iii) FRAs hosting a crewed unit in the period December 2005 - March 2006 will
receive 50% of funding (£306,000); and,

iv) FRAs hosting an interim USAR unit which is not being enhanced into a
permanent unit will receive a flat payment of £150,000 for the year. This
payment relates to ongoing duties until such time as full permanent units are
available. The funding is in line with funding provided during 2004/5.

Distribution method

For 2005/6 funding will be distributed through the grant facility under Section
31 of the Local Government Finance Act 2003. Chief Fire Officers will receive
separate correspondence detailing the grant determination.

In anticipation of the Grant Determination being sent to Chief Fire Officers, a
summary of the process is provided here. Each Authority listed in Annex A will
receive a single grant payment for 2005/6 from ODPM in the first quarter of
2005/6. Authorities will not have to apply for the grant but should acknowledge
receipt.

Future funding

We are currently considering how funding can be allocated through the Fire
Formula Spending Share of the Revenue Support Grant for future years. We
will consult on any revised arrangements.

Training
This circular does not include details about training. Further advice will be
issued separately.

Alan Streets

New Dimension Programme Manager
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Annex A
Organisation No. No. Maximum amount
USAR | USAR | payable for 2005/6
Units Teams
North East Region (includes Yorks and Humber Region)
TYNE AND WEAR FIRE and CIVIL DEFENCE AUTHORITY £459,000
WEST YORKSHIRE FIRE and CIVIL DEFENCE £459,000
AUTHORITY
North West Region
MERSEYSIDE FIRE AND CIVIL DEFENCE AUTHORITY 1 1 £612,000
LANCASHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY 1 1 £306,000
CHESHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY 1 1 £150,000
GREATER MANCHESTER FIRE AUTHORITY 1 1 £150,000
East Region
NORFOLK FIRE AUTHORITY 1 1 £459,000
ESSEX FIRE AUTHORITY £306,000
East Midlands Region
LEICESTERSHIRE COMBINED FIRE AUTHORITY £459,000
LINCOLNSHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY £306,000
West Midlands Region
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE AND CIVIL DEFENCE AUTHORITY £459,000
HEREFORD AND WORCESTER COMBINED FIRE £306,000
AUTHORITY
South East Region
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND MILTON KEYNES FIRE 1 1 £306,000
AUTHORITY
WEST SUSSEX FIRE AUTHORITY £150,000
KENT AND MEDWAY FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY £306,000
HAMPSHIRE FIRE and RESCUE AUTHORITY £612,000
South West Region
DEVON FIRE AUTHORITY £459,000
AVON FIRE AUTHORITY £306,000
London
GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY on behalf of LONDON 4 1 £1,836,000
FIRE & EMERGENCY PLANNING AUTHORITY
Total USAR Units and Teams 21 18
Total funding 2005/6 £8,406,000
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