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Summary

This circular informs fire and rescue services of the publication of geo-coded
FDR1 primary fire data on the Neighbourhood Statistics Service web site and
the Floor Targets Interactive web site.

For further information, contact:

Gilly Diggins Direct line 020 7944 5096

Fire Statistics & Research Division Fax 020 7944 5558

Fire and Rescue Service Directorate E-mail gillian.diggins@odpm.gsi.gov.uk
ODPM

Allington Towers, PO BOX NO. 50200
Floor 5, Allington Street
London SWI1E 5WY

General helpline 020 7944 8194 Website www.odpm.goVv.uk
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Overview

Geo-coded Fire Data Report (FDR1) primary fire data have been compiled by
the Fire Statistics and Research Division (FSRD) within the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister and will be published on the following web sites:

¢ Neighbourhood Statistics Service (NeSS)— FDR1 primary fire data for
England and Wales at Super Output Area level,

e Floor Targets Interactive (FTI)— Fatal casualties in accidental dwelling
fires for England at Local Authority District level.

Publishing in these formats will make the data easily available at lower levels
of geography for the first time, and enable analysis of the location of different
types of fires. Data at FRS level is currently available on the ODPM website.

ODPM has signed Service Level Agreements with the Office for National
Statistics (ONS), who administer NeSS, to supply calendar year datasets
under the “Crime and Safety Domain”. The dataset for 2002 is expected to be
hosted on the NeSS website in summer 2005, data for 2003 shortly after and
2004 data in early 2006.

In addition, FSRD has agreed with the Neighbourhood Renewal Unit (NRU) of
ODPM to supply fatal casualty data for the FTI website at national, regional
and local authority district level. Financial year data for 2002/03 is expected to
be added to the FTI website during this summer.

A brief explanation of the NeSS and FTI projects and an outline of how the
FDR1 data will be used is given below.

The Neighbourhood Statistics Service

NeSS, set up by the ONS and the NRU, is a joint initiative involving many
public bodies. The NeSS website contains a wide range of geo-coded
datasets, which meet the information needs of the National Strategy for
Neighbourhood Renewal. These data help enable urban renewal policy
makers "to develop integrated and sustainable approaches to the problems of
the worst housing estates, including crime, drugs, unemployment, community
breakdown and bad schools.”

Tackling these issues requires comprehensive, good quality information at a
small-area level, typically Output Areas (formerly enumeration districts) and
Super Output Areas (formerly ward areas). Small-scale geographies enable a
better understanding of local problems and facilitate effective targeting of
solutions.
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Utilising Fire and Rescue Service Fire Data on the NeSS
website

The FDR1 data to be presented on the website will consist of information on
the location (i.e. dwelling, other building, vehicle or other outdoor) of primary
fires attended by all fire and rescue services (FRSs) in England and Wales.
This will enable the user to identify those areas most at risk from having an
accidental fire, being the target of a deliberate fire attack, or being injured or
killed by fire.

This information can assist the targeting of urban renewal programmes and will
supplement the detailed data already available to each FRS on FSEC (Fire
Service Emergency Cover) for targeting of community safety initiatives.

Protecting the confidentiality of personal information is a major priority at all
stages in data development. The data delivered to ONS will be in the form of
aggregated counts by geographic area (i.e. output area and super output
area).

Stringent procedures have been put in place to ensure that personal
information cannot be derived from the statistics. A specialised disclosure
control tool has been used to process the data, ensuring that information about
individuals cannot be seen in, or deduced from, the information presented. The
ONS has guided the work under a formal code of practice, working closely with
the Information Commissioner’s Office.

In addition to the FDR1 fire data, incident data utilised in the FSEC project in
which all FRSs were involved are also due to be published in a similar manner
on the NeSS website. Dates for this have not been set as yet but further
information will be available closer to the time.

Floor Targets Interactive

Floor Targets Interactive (FTI) is a web-based system aimed at monitoring
progress towards Public Service Agreement (PSA) Floor Targets and focuses
on the 88 local authorities in receipt of Neighbourhood Renewal Fund finance
in England. It allows users to examine performance at national, regional and
local authority levels and provides the functionality to produce a range of
analyses and illustrative maps.

For fire, the relevant PSA floor target is that no local fire and rescue authority
should have a fatality rate, from accidental fires in the home, more than 1.25
times the national average by 2010. Fatality rates data will be presented at
local authority district level, higher than the base geography used for NeSS,
but below FRS area.

For general information and examples of other datasets currently held, please
see:

NeSS website: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.qgov.uk/

FTI website: http://www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/fti
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If you have further specific enquiries about Neighbourhood Statistics or FTI
please contact Gilly Diggins on 020 7944 5096. Contact can also be made by
e-mail: Gillian.Diggins@odpm.gsi.gov.uk

Gilly Diggins

Fire Statistics and Research Division
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