
FACE TO FACE and SIDE BY SIDE

The Framework for Partnership

On 21 July the Government published Face to
Face and Side by Side: A framework for
partnership in our multi faith society. This is
available at www.communities.gov.uk. The
framework aims to create more opportunities for
face to face dialogue which supports a greater
understanding of shared values, as well as an
appreciation of distinctiveness; and for side by
side collaborative social action where people
come together and share their time, energy and
skills to improve their local neighbourhood.

The Framework is structured around four building
blocks:

n Developing the confidence and skills to
‘bridge’ and ‘link’

n Shared spaces for interaction

n Structures and processes which support
dialogue and social action

n Opportunities for learning which build
understanding.
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Practical ideas for communities

To support communities we have drawn upon
consultation responses and examples of existing
effective practice to develop a ‘Menu of Options’
for each of the building blocks. The ‘Menu’ sets
out some practical suggestions for communities.

Some of these are summarised below:

n Hold an open day at your place of worship
or community building

n Find informal and positive opportunities to
explore sharing spaces such as walks of faith
or faith festivals

n Share space in faith buildings with other
local third sector organisations as well as
other faiths

n Work with the local authority to create a
register of faith buildings with ‘neutral’ spaces
which can be hired for meetings or events

n Publicise local, regional and national structures
better – so people know they exist and what
they do 

n Ask your local authority who the lead person
on faith is and get to know them 

n Find out who your representatives are on
partnership and decision-making bodies such
as LSPs

n Find new ways for local people to learn about
each other, this can be through the arts,
cultural activities or by sharing food 

n Look for opportunities to develop partnerships
in building and developing media skills. Cross
community training sessions will build skills
and relationships

n Build relationships with local media. Invite them
to open days and events. Publicise success
stories through the media to build confidence
within communities and show the benefit of
collaborative action

n Adopt the Inter Faith Network Code of
Conduct Building Good Relations with
People of Different Faiths and Beliefs

n Get to know your local CVS or other local
Third Sector infrastructure organisation
and find out how they are supporting local
organisations. Ensure that you are on the
mailing lists for training events and new
funding opportunities

n Look at, and share, good examples of where
communities have worked together to create
spaces where all are welcome 

n Provide services and getting involved
in commissioning

n Carry out improvements in your
neighbourhood like those undertaken by
Faiths4Change www.faiths4change.org.uk

www.faiths4change.org.uk
www.communities.gov.uk
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Information on funding to support the
Framework is available from the Community
Development Foundation www.cdf.org.uk

The Inter Faith Network for the UK has a
number of on line resources to support local
inter faith bodies www.interfaith.org.uk

The Faith Based Regeneration Network (FbRN)
works to build the capacity of faith groups by
identifying, demonstrating and promoting good
practice, and it provides an interface between
the various levels of decision making
www.fbrn.org.uk

Further Information

Copies of Face to Face and Side by Side:
A framework for partnership in our 
multi faith society are available at
www.communities.gov.uk.
Hard copies are available from: 

Communities and Local Government publications
PO Box 236
Wetherby
West Yorkshire
LS23 7NB

Telephone: 08701 226236
Fax: 08701 226237
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ÒÉI believe faith can be an immense force for
good in all our communities.Ó
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